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The present research is devoted to the study of one of the underlying concepts of American worldview: materialism. 
To begin with, it appears reasonable to specify what is generally meant by the term concept. In the Dictionary of Cognitive Terms by E.S. Kubryakova concept is referred to as a mental unit of our mind and of the informational structure that reflects knowledge and experience of a person. The term concept belongs to the domain of cognitive linguistics, which started developing in the 1970s and was greatly advanced by such scholars as Edward Sapir, Benjamin Lee Whorf, George Lakoff, M. Johnson, Ronald Langacker, Leonard Talmy and others.  As for Russian linguists who made an important contribution to cognitive linguistics, it is worthwhile to mention works by E.S. Kubryakova, O.D. Vishnyakova, V.V. Krasnyh. 
It is frequently stated that some concepts are deeply rooted in culture. Hence they reflect certain basic socio-cultural peculiarities typical of a given nation and are therefore crucial for understanding this or that culture. The study of such culturally relevant concepts in relation to language belongs to the domain of linguo-cultural studies. What it centers around is the relationship between language and culture and their mutual influence. As professor V.V. Krasnyh explains, the subject of linguo-cultural studies are “such units of language and discourse that are significant from the point of view of culture.” According to the author, this discipline aims to reveal the basic cultural oppositions which are fixed in language and manifested in discourse, the basic notions of various spheres of human activity reflected in language and the most ancient conceptions which are correlated with cultural archetypes. [Krasnyh 2002: 12-13]
The concept of materialism, which the present study focuses on, belongs to the domain of the so-called culturally-specific concepts, which have been reflected and fixed both in the language and its speakers’ consciousness.
According to the authors of the book “American Ways. An introduction to American Culture”, the United States being traditionally viewed as “the land of opportunities”, material wealth is one of the basic values of the American character. “The phrase “going from rags to riches” became a slogan for the American Dream.” [Datesman, Crandall, Kearny 2005: 28-29]
Professor L.L. Baranova in her article “Концепт «американская мечта»: его структура и реализация в языковой деятельности людей” mentions the pursuit of material wellbeing among the three main components of the notion of the American Dream. The author quotes the definitions of the notion which are provided by various dictionaries, such as Longman Dictionary of Language and Culture, Oxford Guide to British and American Culture, Americana, and arrives at the conclusion that all of them imply the idea of becoming rich and successful and getting opportunities for a good and successful life. [Baranova 2007: 72]
In the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English the notion of materialism is defined as “the belief that money and possessions are more important than art, religion, moral beliefs, etc (used in order to show disapproval).” In the novel “The Great Gatsby” the concept of materialism is represented by all the main characters, because all of them are preoccupied with money and wealth. This preoccupation eventually results in their feeling of internal emptiness and ruins the lives of some of them.
One of the recurrent themes of the novel is a huge gap between the rich and the poor, which was typical of the time described by F.S. Fitzgerald – the “Roaring Twenties.” The idea of this gap is revealed primarily through the author’s choice of lexical means which he uses to describe people of different social strata. Thus, when Nick Carraway, the narrator, first sees George Wilson he calls him spiritless and anaemic. In the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English the word spiritless is defined as having no energy or determination and anaemic is registered in the meaning seeming weak and uninteresting. In chapter 2 Tom and Nick see a grey, scrawny Italian child. As it is pointed out in the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English a scrawny person or animal looks very thin and weak. Besides, here we come across an instance of the author’s symbolic use of colour terms. The grey colour symbolizes decay and poverty. In the context of the novel the word grey acquires adherent negative connotations. Passing a funeral cortege, Nick notices the tragic eyes and short upper lips of southeastern Europe (“A dead man passed us in a hearse heaped with blooms…The friends looked out at us with the tragic eyes and short upper lips of southeastern Europe”). The words chosen by the author to characterize them have inherent or adherent negative expressive-emotional-evaluative connotations (spiritless, anaemic, grey, scrawny).   
In contrast to badly off people, the members of the affluent society are shown by the author as uniformly sporty, good-looking and fashionable. 
To conclude, the study of the material demonstrates that the concept under consideration is manifested with the help of various linguistic means belonging to different linguistic levels.
Bibliography: 

1. Maryanne Kearny Datesman, JoAnn Crandall, Edward N.Kearny. American Ways. An Introduction to American Culture, Third Edition. Longman,  2005
2. Баранова Л.Л. Концепт «Американская мечта»: его структура и реализация в языковой деятельности людей.  Когнитивная лингвистика: новые проблемы познания : сб.науч.тр. : Вып.5 / М., 2007
3. Красных В.В. Этнопсихолингвистика и лингвокультурология : Лекц.курс . М., 2002
4. Кубрякова Е.С. Словарь когнитивных терминов. М, 1996.

