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The subject of the present paper is the pragmaphonostylistic aspect of the relationship between the literary descriptions of contrasted characters in terms of philological reading.
The portraits of the characters play a highly important role in the proper understanding of a work of verbal art and, at the same time, form part of the author’s own literary manner. Although the subject has been discussed from different points of view, the phonostylistic aspect of this variety of artistic text, as well as its pragmastylistic value, has not so far received all the attention it deserves.
The present research concentrates on the way the author ‘builds up’ the portraits of the main characters. The major focus here is on the way the portraits sound. The final goal of the research is to see how the author ‘shapes’ his characters through the descriptions of their appearance and in this way to find out whether the portrait of a character could be treated pragmaphonostylistically to extend the stylistic section of the pragmalinguistic functional style. In order to achieve this goal we had to analyze the rhythmical and prosodic organization of the characters’ portraits, and discover whether it differs depending on the personage.
The first step here was to study the way the passages containing the descriptions were arranged in terms of punctuation marks. The placement and the arrangement of stops have been shown previously to be the indispensable foundation of philological reading. It ‘encodes’ the rhythm and prosody of the text – and, through them, the way the author heard his own text in his ‘mind’s ear’ while creating it in the written form. If there are any distinctions in the use of punctuation marks – and, therefore, in the resultant rhythmical-prosodic organization of the text as part of the general portrayals of the characters, this property of the artistic text has to be highlighted pragmaphonostylistically.
The research was conducted on the basis of “Altered States”, a novel by Anita Brookner, a well-known English writer of the late twentieth century. One of the key-leitmotifs of the book is a regular confrontation of the two main female characters – Sarah and Angela, who play a highly important role in the narrator’s fate, and become the extremities, the two possibilities his life wavers between. The descriptions of the characters’ appearance turn out to be an important device used to ‘build up’ the contrasted images. The author skillfully describes the heroines at different points of time and under different circumstances to show how – to quote from the title of the novel – their ‘states’ gradually ‘alter’.
Each paragraph is studied experimentally in confrontation between its four recorded variants. In so far as the present research follows the main principles of philological phonetics (a conditio sine qua non in the case of philological reading), our analysis centers on the recordings of the text made by a professional actor, an educated English philologist and an educated Russian anglicist. Thus, four experimental variants of the text have been analyzed:
1) the original text read out by the actor in the audio book;

2) the original text read out by an educated English philologist;

3) the original text with altered punctuation marks read out by an educated English philologist (the punctuation was altered by the speaker);

4) the original text with altered punctuation marks read out by an educated English philologist (the punctuation was altered by an educated Russian anglicist).

Each recording has been analyzed segmentally and suprasegmentally from the point of view of their rhythmical and prosodic organization.

The experimental confrontational study of the material has shown that:

1) the rhythmical-prosodic organization of the descriptions performs the differentiating function in distinguishing the contrasted images;

2) the organization of the descriptions is the all important factor, upon which the success of philological reading strongly depends, and which therefore has to be highlighted pragmaphonostylistically;

3) the confrontational analysis of several recorded variants of the same text is an optimal way to demonstrate the basic peculiarities of the rhythm and prosody which distinguish each of the contrasted portraits.
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